, in the second volume of the Edinburgh Journal of Medical Science, described the disease as it had fallen under his notice, as " a peculiar modification of sore-throat which occasionally affects children." Dr Abercrombie also (who had seen the disease during the year of its prevalence), in his work' on the Diseases of the Stomach and Intestinal Canal published in 1828, refers to it as a modification of disease of the mucous membrane of the mouth and throat, and recognises it as the affection which had been described by Bretonneau and other French writers, and whose history had been communicated for the first time in memoirs read to the Academy of Medicine of Paris in 1821.
I remember well the first occasion of this form of disease coming under my notice. It was in the summer of 1826. The subject was a child of six years of age, the youngest of a family of five, residing with their parents in a remarkably healthy locality, situated on a rising ground, about a mile and a half from the confines of the city. 2d, That its local manifestation is chiefly observed on the mucous membrane of the mouth and throat; the tonsils, uvula, and palate with the pharynx being first affected; but that it has a tendency to spread to the adjoining passages, and is particularly prone to invade the larynx. 3d, That this local disease is of the nature of inflammation of asthenic character, with exudation of lymph in the form of pellicle.
4th, That the disease is contagious, and that youth and consanguinity powerfully predispose to it. 5th, That it is fatal from the severity of the general disorder, or from the exudative inflammation invading the larynx, and causing suffocation; or that death may result from the nervous disorder supervening in the form of paralysis.
And, lastly, that as we have no specific remedy for diphtheria, the disease and its sequels must be treated on the general principles which regulate our practice in fever, and in inflammation, and in nervous disorders of asthenic character.
